
JOINT MERITORIOUS UNIT AWARD. 

a. Introduction 

(1) The JMUA was established on June 4, 1981, by the Secretary of Defense and was originally called the DoD Meritorious Unit Award. The JMUA was made retroactive to January 23, 1979. It is the only ribbon (no medal) award granted by the Department of Defense. The JMUA ribbon is similar to the DSSM ribbon except the JMUA has a gold frame around it. The service performed is the same for both awards, with the JMUA ribbon awarded to units and joint activities and the DSSM medal awarded to individuals. 
 
(2) Only those members of the U.S. Armed Forces who were present at the time and directly participated in the service or achievement for 30 days or more, or for the period cited if less than 30 days, shall be authorized to wear the JMUA ribbon. Members must be permanently assigned or attached by official orders to the joint unit receiving the JMUA. Local commanders may waive, on an individual basis, the 30-day minimum time requirement for individuals (e.g., Reserve personnel on active duty and TDY and/or temporary additional duty (TAD) personnel), who, in the opinion of the commander contributed directly to the achievement cited and were assigned on official orders to the awarded unit during the approved time frames. 

 (3) A listing, by unit and inclusive award period, of the approved DoD activities awarded the JMUA can be found at http://prhome.defense.gov/MPP/OEPM/functions.aspx. 

 	(4) Recommendation for the JMUA must be in narrative form. Minimally, the recommendation must include:

 		(a) Name and location of unit, activity, or organization. 

(b) Inclusive dates for the award. 

(c) Citation. (Figure 9 contains an example JMUA citation.) 

(d) A narrative justification containing specific and factual data about what the activity accomplished, how it was done, what the benefits or results were, and why or how the achievement or service significantly exceeded normal unit duty performance. The narrative justification shall not exceed 3 single-spaced typewritten pages. Supporting documents, as appropriate, may be attached. 

(e) A listing of qualifying units or Service members attached but not permanently assigned, detailing full name, rank and/or rate, social security number, branch of Service, and permanent unit at the time of the award period. That list must be sorted or grouped by branch of Service. 


[bookmark: _GoBack]
CITATION 

To Accompany the Award of the 

JOINT MERITORIOUS UNIT AWARD 

to the 

(unit, activity, or organization)
 
The (unit, activity, or organization) distinguished itself by exceptionally meritorious (achievement or service) from (inclusive dates (YYMMDD)). During this period…… 
(Instructions: Prepare in smooth form, limiting the body of the citation to 16 double-spaced typewritten lines. If it is necessary to extend the citation beyond 16 lines, single spacing shall be acceptable. Leave a 1/2-inch space above the seal line so that the seal can be affixed to the citation. The body of the citation shall be straightforward in style, with short, simple, direct, and accurate facts. The narrative must be unclassified.) 
By their exemplary performance of duty, the members of the (unit, activity, or organization) have brought great credit to themselves and to the Department of Defense.
