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[image: cruthirds pic2]LTC Danette Cruthirds is an Assistant Professor in the Graduate School of Nursing Anesthesia Program. A career Army Nurse Corps Officer, her active duty service spans over 21 years, 14 of those years as a Certified Registered Nurse (CRNA) in clinical practice.  An accomplished leader, clinician, researcher, and clinical instructor, LTC Cruthirds has served in a variety of roles.  Positions have included, newborn nursery and intensive care staff nurse, staff certified registered nurse anesthetist, Chief of Anesthesia in Tallil, Iraq, and most recently Assistant Chief Nurse Anesthetist at Walter Reed National Military Medical Center (WRNMMC).

 LTC Cruthirds has always had a passion for teaching and education. Her role as an educator spans over her entire military career from precepting nursing students in the nurse summer training program to becoming adjunct faculty and senior clinical instructor for the US Army Graduate Program in Anesthesia Nursing to serving as Phase II director of the National Capitol Area for the Graduate Nurse Anesthesia Program at the Uniformed Services University (USU).

 LTC Cruthirds received her Bachelors of Science degree in nursing from Austin Peay State University in Clarksville, TN in 1992, her Masters of Science degree in Nursing from the US Army Graduate Program in Anesthesia Nursing in San Antonio, TX in 1998 and her Ph.D. in Neuroscience from the Uniformed Services University in Bethesda, MD in 2010.  Her federally funded research during her doctoral studies focused on the role of estrogen receptor modulation in post-traumatic stress disorder symptomatology.
 
Major military awards include two Meritorious Service Medal, the Army Commendation Medal and three Army Achievement Medals.  LTC Cruthirds has been a member of the American Association of Nurse Anesthetist’s (AANA) since 1997, the Sigma Theta Tau Nursing Honor Society since 1999, and WRNMMC IRB since 2013. 
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