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Penny F. Pierce, PhD, RN, FAAN, Col, (Ret.) USAFR 
Professor and Program Director/Chair, for the Doctor of Philosophy in Nursing Science Program at the Daniel K. Inouye, Graduate School of Nursing
Dr. Pierce is a Professor and Director of the Philosophy in Nursing Science Program at the Daniel K. Inouye, Graduate School of Nursing.
She came to the GSN from the University of Michigan where she held an academic appointment since 1986. In 1992, she became a Faculty Associate at the Institute for Social Research in Ann Arbor where she continues to direct a program of post-deployment health and retention.
 Dr. Pierce received a BSN from the University of Florida and an MSN in Psychiatric-Mental Health Nursing from Yale University where she remained as a faculty member until attending the University of Michigan where she received a PhD in Nursing in 1985. Her first program of research focused on understanding the role of executive cognitive functions and emotion on patients’ decision behavior when facing a potentially life-threatening illness. This body of work has expanded our understanding of the complexities of decision behavior in naturalistic environments leading to a testable theory of patient decision behavior and the development of several measures of decision style and preferences.
 Colonel Pierce retired in 2006 from the Air Force Reserve program after 33 years of military service. She became the first nurse to serve as commander of an aeromedical evacuation unit in 1986 and held two squadron commander positions including service as the Deputy Group Commander of Aeromedical Evacuation at McGuire AFB, NJ. With 5,000 flying hours in multiple aircraft, Col Pierce has been directly involved in numerous operations including the evacuation of casualties from the bombing of the USS Cole and the Nairobi Embassy bombing, as well as routine and wartime evacuation missions. Colonel Pierce was deployed during Desert Shield/Desert Storm (1990-1991) where she initiated a system-wide in-theater training program to prepare flight crews for wartime service. During the month prior to the onset of the air war, she was responsible for the training and preparation of 1,492 crewmembers that were assigned throughout the country to provide in-flight care to the sick and wounded. 
 Her personal deployment experience led to the initiation of a program of research in 1992 that has continued to date with a series of projects funded by the TriService Nursing Research Program (TSNRP) to continue the surveillance of key outcomes among OEF/OIF veterans. This research portfolio has provided valuable information about the health and well being of women in military service, children’s adjustment following wartime deployment of parents, the psychological outcomes of work and family conflict, and the identification of factors contributing to burnout as well as retention. Results of these studies have provided data for numerous scientific publications and presentations as well as Congressional Testimony regarding post-deployment health, testimony to the Presidential Commission on Gulf War Illness, the Institute of Medicine, the Defense Department Advisory Council on Women in the Services (DACOWITS), and numerous professional organizations.
 Colonel Pierce is a Fellow of the American Academy of Nursing, an Associate Fellow (non-physician) of the Aerospace Medical Association where she won the prestigious Brigadier General Claire Garrecht Award for the Most Outstanding Scientific Paper Related to Aerospace Nursing in 1996, and the Brigadier General E.A. Hoefly Award for Outstanding Contributions to the Field of Nursing in 1999, the Federal Nursing Service Essay Award presented by the Association of Military Surgeons of the US in 2004, and the Mary T. Klinker Award presented by the Aerospace Medical Association for the Most significant contributions to, or achievement in, the field of aeromedical evacuation in 2005. She is a graduate of the Air Command and Staff College and Air War College.

