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Abstract
The purpose of this study was to estimate the periodontal health and treatment needs among the active duty U.S. military population, using the Periodontal Screening and Recording (PSR) index. Demographic and PSR data were taken from the 1994 Tri-Service Comprehensive Oral Health Survey. That survey utilized a two-stage, stratified random sampling strategy to identify 13,050 service personnel located at 26 different military sites. The WHO periodontal probe was used during the dental examination of those patients to determine the PSR score for every sextant. These scores were then used to calculate each patient's PSR score. Analysis of the data were kept at the descriptive level. Nearly 56 percent of the target population was classified PSR 3 or PSR 4 indicating the the presence of periodontal pocketing of at least 3.5 mm. Less than 10 percent were classified as PSR 0, demonstrating no sextants that required professional care. Among those individuals that were identified as PSR 3, 74 percent had at least 2 sextants with probing depths of 3.5 mm - 5.5 mm. Of the nearly 10 percent active duty patients that were categorized as PSR 4, 45 percent had only 1 PSR 4 sextant. This study demonstrated that a considerable need for periodontal treatment exists among the active duty military population. This population may benefit from increased access to periodontal care and aggressive promotion of oral hygiene practices through use of auxiliaries, general dentists, and dentists specializing in periodontics.
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