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Abstract
This study profiles the mix of dental services consumed within the past year by US active duty military personnel across DoD dental readiness classification. The data come from the 1994 Tri-Service Comprehensive Oral Health Survey that collected dental utilization data on a prestratified, random sample of 12,050 active duty military members from February 1994 to January 1995. Data were weighted to reflect the population sampled. All analyses were performed using Stata and SUDAAN. Results show strikingly different profiles in mix of dental services consumed across DoD dental readiness class. Overall, active duty members in dental readiness class 1 were more likely to have received dental examinations and teeth cleanings and less likely to have received emergency care, restorations, extractions, and root canals than class 2 or class 3 personnel. There was no difference in consumption of periodontal surgery, orthodontics, prosthodontics, or other dental services among these groups. Among those who had seen a dentist within the past year, more class 1 personnel had received teeth cleanings than class 2 or class 3 personnel, whereas more classs 2 and class 3 personnel received emergency care, restorations, extractions, root canals, and fixed prosthodontic services. There was no difference in the consumption of removable prosthodontics, periodontal surgery, or examinations. These results sugest that the DoD dental classification system is an effective triage tool for identifying those individuals who are more likely to need restorations or care for acute dental problems.
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