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Abstract
This study compares coronal caries status of active duty U.S. military personnel with their employed civilian cohorts. The military data come from a prestratified random sample of 13,050 (82% response rate) Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marine Corps personnel collected between April 1994 and January 1995. Women and minorities were oversampled. The civilian data come from the Oral Health of U.S. Adults: 1985-86 (NIDR, 1987). Coronal caries was assessed on all military personnel by calibrated dentists. After weighting the data to reflect the military population (1,699,662), the data for whites and blacks were stratified by age, sex, and race to allow comparisons with the weighted civilian data. Mean DFS and DFT scores were calculated using STATA; 95% C.I.s were generated using Survey Data Analysis(SUDAAN). Results show that while most military white males and white females have mean DFS and DFT scores equal to or less than their employed civilian cohorts, most military black males and black females have mean DFS and DFT scores equal to or greater than their employed civilian cohorts. In military white females, the proportion of unfilled decayed teeth or surfaces follows no consistent pattern when compared to their employed civilian cohorts. However, the proportion of unfilled decayed teeth or surfaces is greater in 18-19 year old and less in 20+ year old military white males than in their employed civilian cohorts. Regardless of age or sex, military blacks have a substantially lower proportion of unfilled decayed teeth or surfaces than their employed civilian cohorts. These results suggest that access to free dental care in the U.S. military contributes to enhancement of oral health for black service members.
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