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Abstract
Tobacco use is perceived to adversely affect the health and operational readiness of Navy and Marine Corps personnel. This cross-sectional study was developed to measure the distribution and prevalence of tobacco use among recruits immediately prior to basic training and to determine if there were differences in tobacco use among various subpopulations. A pre-stratified, systematic random sample of 1,424 Navy and Marine Corps recruits (weighted to represent the total 50,745 recruits from February to July 1994) was taken at two recruit training facilities. Responses to tobacco use questions were self-reported on laptop computers. Finding, based upon weighted data, were reported as significant at the <0.05 level. Approximately 30% of the Navy and Marine Corps recruits used some form of tobacco. Nearly 80% of those using tobacco smoked cigarettes, while over 24% of tobacco users reported smokeless tobacco use. Bivariate analyses between the services showed Navy recruits were 2.5 times more likely than Marine Corps recruits to use only smoking tobacco (OR=2.49; 95% CI=1.52,4.09). Marine Corps recruits were 2.7 times more likely to use only smokeless tobacco products as compared to their Navy counterparts (OR=2.67; 95% CI=1.53,4.69). Further analyses using logistic regression models demonstrated that the odds of smoking cigarettes were greater among female recrutis than among males, controlling for age, race, and education level (OR=1.45; 95% CI=1.09, 1.93). Information from this study will be useful in establishing a baseline for tobacco use among Navy and Marine Corps recruits and for targeting recruits for tobacco awareness programs during basic training .
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