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Abstract
This study explores factors that influence perceived need for dental care among U.S. military personnel. The data come from a prestratified random sample of 13,050 (82% response rate) Army, Air Force, Navy, and Marine Corps personnel collected between April 1994 and January 1995. In addition to receiving a comprehensive dental examination by a calibrated dentist, respondents answered demographic and perceived need queries on self-administered questionaires. Bivariate (weighted data) and logistic regression (unweighted data) analyses were used to examine the association between demographic and clinical measures and perceived need for dental care. All analyses were performed using Stata statistical software and SUDAAN. Bivariate results show that about half of all U.S. military personnel perceive a need for dental care with statistically significant differences across race, rank, age, education, and branch of service. Logistic regession results show that the likelihood of perceived need for dental care increases with calculus, extensive decay, dental fitness class, and increasing age group compared to 18-19 year olds; The likelihood decreases for other races compared to whites, for all rank groups compared to junior enlisted personnel, and for other military branches compared to the Army. These results suggest that oral health status as well as demographic factors contribute to shaping perceived need for dental care in U.S. military personnel.
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